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SDOTõs mission & vision 

Mission: delivering a high-quality transportation system for Seattle. 

Vision: a vibrant Seattle with connected people, places, and products. 
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Our core values 

Through transportation, we contribute to a city that is: 

 

ÅSafe ð we eliminate serious and fatal crashes 

 

ÅAffordable  ð we give all people high-quality, low-cost travel 

options 

 

ÅVibrant ð we use our streets and sidewalks to improve health, 

prosperity, and happiness 

 

ÅInterconnected ð we provide an easy-to-use, reliable system 

that gives you the options you want when you need them 

 

ÅInnovative ð we understand and plan for the changes of 

tomorrow, while delivering great service today  



ÅMeeting purpose 

ÅProject review 

ÅDesign process and 

alternatives 

ÅGeneral Q & A 

ÅFeedback session 
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Presentation overview 



ÅPresent design alternatives 

ÅGather community input 
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Meeting purpose  



Background 

ÅSafety improvements 

requested by local 

community  

ÅIssue Identification 

Meetings ð 

November 2014 

ÅHundreds of public 

comments 
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Make Rainier Avenue South safer for everyone   

ÅReduce speeds 

ÅProvide new and enhance existing pedestrian crossings  

ÅMaintain efficient transit service 

ÅImprove intersection safety 

ÅReduce injuries 

 

 

 

 

 

Project goals 
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Vision Zero 
Seattleõs plan to eliminate 

traffic deaths and 

serious injuries 

ÅStreet designs that 

prioritize safety 

ÅPublic education and 

engagement 

ÅTargeted enforcement 

patrols 
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www.seattle.gov/visionzero 



Other SDOT projects 
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Accessible Mt. Baker  

Rainier Beach Safety Improvements  

Rainier Ave S Road Safety Corridor  

Rainier & Dearborn Safety Improvements 



Rainier Beach Safety Improvements 
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Rainier Ave S Road Safety Corridor  

ÅOverview 



Rainier Beach Safety Improvements 
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Rainier Ave S Road Safety Corridor  

Rainier and S Henderson Street 

Benefits 

 ÅSpeed reduction 

during school arrival 

and dismissal 

Å Improvement 

crosswalk visibility  

Å Increases driver 

compliance at school 

crosswalk 



Rainier Beach Safety Improvements 
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Rainier Ave S Road Safety Corridor  

S Fisher Place, 51st Avenue S, and 52nd Avenue S 

Benefits 
ÅReduce speed of 

vehicles turning 

onto Rainier from 

51st 

ÅMakes it easier for 

people walking to 

cross the street 

Å Improve access to 

the library and 

Mapes Creek 

Walkway 



Rainier Beach Safety Improvements 
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Rainier Ave S Road Safety Corridor  

Seward Park Avenue S to City Limits 

Benefits 

ÅReduces speeding 

ÅProvides greater separation between                                   

people driving, walking, and biking 

 



Project area 
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Rainier Avenue S, between  

Letitia Avenue S and  

Seward Park Avenue S 



Along Rainier 
People 
Å More than 70,000 live in zip codes 98118 

and 98144 

Å 15 percent of households car-less  
 

Land uses  
Å 431 parcels 

ï 45% Commercial/Mixed Use (195) 

ï 30% Single/Multi-Family (128) 

ï 16% Vacant (70) 

Å 18 major institutions 

Å 10+ schools and daycare centers within 
three blocks 

Å 10 industrial uses  

Å 5 parks 

Å Senior housing and community centers 

Å 2 libraries 
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Traffic data 
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Average Weekday Traffic Volume  

Å 19,700 to 26,600 vehicles per weekday 

Å More than 11,000 daily transit trips, transit service every 10 minutes 

Å Thousands of pedestrian crossings daily  

Å Primary emergency response route 

Å Commercial vehicle route 

 



Current street design 

Rainier Avenue South 

ïPrincipal arterial 

ï4 to 5 lanes 

ï50-54 feet wide 

ïCurves and skewed 

intersections 
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Collision data 

Last 3 years 

Å 1243 total collisions 

Å 630 injuries  

Å 2 fatalities 
 

Last 10 years 

ÅNearly 3600 total collisions 

Å 1700+ injuries 

Å 11 fatalities 
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Average of 1 crash/day on Rainier   
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Collision data 
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Fatal and serious injury crashes 

Last 10 years within project area 

Fatal collisions 

 

Serious injury collisions 



Collision data 

Pedestrian and bicycle 

collisions last 3 years: 

Å 46 pedestrian-vehicle 

Å 10 bicycle-vehicle 

 

Last 10 years: 

Å 165 pedestrian-vehicle 

Å 30 bicycle-vehicle 
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